Until 1960, soil samples from tea estates in Ceylon were processed at the Tea Research Institute (TRI), St Coombs, to determine the number of plant parasitic nematodes present. From 1960 to 1965, however, all routine soil samples were processed in Colombo by three commercial firms (Hutchinson, 1960) . In 1965 nematode counts obtained in Colombo and at St Coombs were compared and are presented here along with experimental data to explain the results.
Extraction method
The extraction method (a modified Baermann funnel) was the same as that described by Hutchinson & Vythilingam (1963) except that a nylon-cotton wool filter *) was used instead of a thin layer of sand.
Duplicate extractions at Colombo and St Coombs
In March To investigate the cause of this difference, soil samples were taken at St Coombs, thoroughly mixed and divided into three equal parts. One part was processed at St Coombs and the other two parts transported by us to Colombo where one part was processed by the CCC and the other part by us. There was no significant difference between the two P. loosi counts in Colombo, but the St. Coombs figures were again much higher. As Colombo water might be unsuitable for extraction, six duplicate soil samples were processed at St Coombs, one half using Colombo water and the other local tap water. There was no significant difference between the results. Fig. 1 . Relationship between numbers of P. loosi extracted from duplicate soil samples in Colombo and St Coombs.
Further tests at Ledgerwatte, St Coombs and Colombo with CCC and TRI staff carrying out independent extractions on duplicate soil samples, did not reveal significant differences in the results obtained at any one site. If the ambient temperature during the extraction period was 27° C or higher, however, numbers of P. loo.ri extracted were always low. This led to an investigation of the effect of temperature. , Nematode extraction and soil storage at various temperatures All soil samples used in the following experiments were obtained from St Coombs Field No. 9 and thoroughly mixed by hand before each experiment.
